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WENCHOW METHODIST HOSPITAL 


Dr. Sheng Hsu-ch'u, formerly of the Wenchow Methodist Hospital, and now with its succes- 
sor the Wenchow City Second Hospital, has a report on the work of the hospital in the September 
9 Tien Feng. The purpose of the report is to refute what rightist critics had been saying, that 
Communist handling of public health work had been a failure, that outsiders (wai-hang) should 
not try to direct the work of the experts (nei-hang). Evidently such criticisms were * 
widespread that he felt the necessity of replying to them. 


Our Second Hospital was before Liberation the Methodist Pe-lui-te Hospital, run by British 
imperialists, It was about 50 years old, with a little over a hundred beds, and a staff of 67. 
He goes on to say that outpatients averaged a little over 100 a day, and that there were rarely as 
many as 100 inpatients, so that the hospital was not very busy then. Moreover, they had special 

ms for the wealthy and for the official classes, in which much more careful treatment was 

en, thus showing in whose interests the hospital was really run. Since Liberation, under 
Communist direction, it has become a People’s Hospital, devoted to caring for industrial workers 
and farmers, The number of beds has increased to over 200, and the staff to 217 (including 
temporary appointments). A new department of Chinese medicine has been added, and the labo- 
ratory and dispensary have been enlarged. Outpatients for 1956 number 116,216, more than 
twice the 1949 figure. 


He then goes on to speak of the progress in surgical operations, He says that before Liber- 
ation all operations were performed by the Superintendent, Dr. E. T. A. Stedeford, and Chinese 
doctors were only allowed to be assistants. Now the Chinese doctors do some of the most diffi- 
cult operations, such as the removal of a kidney, The number of operations (including gyneco- 
logical) in a year has risen from 709 in 1949 to 2,228 in 1956. In the 1956 operations the fa- 
tality rate was only 1.4%. In 1956 there were 45 cases of external pregnancy, and in 1957 Janu- 
ary through July 40 cases, Of these more than go% were diagnosed correctly and 100% treated 
successfully. These figures show that under the Communist direction of public health, medical 
work has improved substantially both in quality and in quantity, In other departments, such as 
internal medicine, children’s diseases, Chinese medicine, EENT (eye, ear, nose and throat), 
there has also been improvement as outstanding as in the field of surgical operations, What then 
do the rightists mean when they say that ‘The Communist Party doesn’t know how to deal with 
scientific questions, or The Communist direction of public health has been a complete 
failure?“ 


In the next paragraph he goes on to spe ak of the improvement in the life of members of the 
hospital staff, both materially and culturally, Materially they are now taken care of from the 
cradle to the grave“. Culturally, those who were illiterate have now learned to read, and many 
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of the staff members are enrolled in evening classes on the middle school level. The hospital 
library has increased to over 2,000 volumes, most of them new books, and the hospital ame 


subscribes to a considerable number of medical journals. 


The buildings are in better shape than ever, A new kitchen and dining room has been built, 
last year the government gave ¥50,000 for general repairs, and this year ¥1 30,000 for the erec- 
tion of a large new building. 


In this hospital, as in other hospitals throughout the country, the Party and the People’s 
Government have carried out fully their policy of liberty of religious belief. Christian staff 
members are free to attend church on Sunday, and are not discriminated against in any way. 
The leadership respects each person’s religion, and supports Christian staff members in taking 
part in the Wenchow City Three-self Movement, Early this year when retired nurse Hsieh Lang- 
chen died, the hospital respected her desire and the request of the local church, and allowed a 
Christian funeral to be held for her in the chapel of the hospital. And this summer three Chris- 
tians, Dr. Ko Chu-kuang, Nurse Chen Wu-hua and Worker Hsu K'e-ching were given vacations 
at the beautiful River Heart Isle. This shows that in the Second Hospital the Party sincerely 
carries out its policy of freedom of religious be lief. 


BIBLE INTERPRETATION 


Sheng Tsu-feng of Ningpo has been running a series of articles in Tien Feng on how to inter- 
pret the Bible. This seems to be a part of that deeper interest in Bible study which has resulted 
from Chinese Christians being thrown upon their own resources, The principles which he enunci- 
ates are familiar to Bible interpreters. 


One principle is Take the historical background into consideration. For example, when 
Paul says, Greet one another with a uss, that was just a Corinthian custom, and is not bind- 
ing upon us. Another principle is to pay attention to the context, especially the context of pre- 
cious promises, for there one frequently finds conditions which we must meet in order to rece 
the promise, Again, use Scripture to interpret Scripture, comparing and supplementing. For 
this purpose a reference Bible is very useful. 


And finally, we must let the Holy Spirit be our teacher, After we have asked the historical 
question, What was the author trying to say to his time? we must go on to ask, What is God 
saying to me through this passage? When we ask that question we are opening our hearts to the 
leading of the Spirit. 


He closes the last article with a note about different versions of the Bible. He reminds his 
readers that the Bible is translated from Greek and Hebrew, and we really ought to know those 
two languages for our study of the Bible. But since so few Chinese do know them, we must do 
the next best thing, and compare our Chinese version with versions in other languages that we do 
know, such as the English Authorized and Revised versions. 


THE ORTHODOX CHURCH IN CHINA 


The New Missionary Review is a little mimeographed bulletin published in England, and 
giving the missionary news of the Orthodox Church. One article in this fall's number is about 
the Orthodox Church in China, Before the Second World War it had 200,000 members, but only 
a small minority were Chinese. Since Liberation most of these White Russian members have left 
China, either returning to Russia or going to North or South America or Australia, ‘‘In 1953 
there were still nearly 100 Orthodox clergy in Harbin. Two years later their number had fallen 
to 30. In 1955 conditions deteriorated to such a degree that nothing was left but to suppress the 
Exarchate and to withdraw gradually the Russian clergy to the Soviet Union, replacing them by 
Chinese. The great Bei Guan Monastery in Peking has been de-activated and the property 
turned over to the Russian Embassy. Of twenty churches in Harbin, only eleven are open and 
functioning. In addition there are churches in Mukden, Dairen, Tientsin and Shanghai. It is 
estimated that there are about 15,000 Orthodox Chinese, and a total Orthodox membership in 
China of from thirty to forty thousand. A Chinese priest, Basil Shou-an, was consecrated Arc 
mandrite last June in Moscow, and is now in charge of all these churches, with residence in © 
Peking. 
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2 The article tells of a vision which took place recently at the Russian cemetery in Harbin, 

e crucified Christ was seen by a great crowd of Chinese. The vision said to them pray to 
the Russian God (Christ) and you will be saved. As a result enormous crowds congregate on the 
spot and take water from the source, The Chinese authorities at first tried to stop this pilgrim- 
age, but were forced to give up such an intention, The author of the letter describing the vision 
states, While the Russians leave the sacred places, consecrated by centuries, the Lord calls 
other nations to replace them, because the sacred place is never left vacant. 


INTERVIEW WITH SHEN I-FAN 


Rev. Shen I-fan is the son of Episcopal Bishop T. K. Shen, and is Secretary in the national 
office of that church in Shanghai. A New Zealand journalist Gill Heming interviewed him 
recently, and the interview is reported in Church and Community, monthly magazine of the 
National Council of Churches in New Zealand, 


Mr. Shen gives us still another figure for Sheng Kung Hui membership in China; 50,000, 
He said that 2,000 were baptized last year. There are now more lay workers in the church, and 
as a result the Church - spiritually speaking - is much stronger now than it was before revolu- 
tion. However, it still had its problems -- for instance it was not yet self-supporting and still 
depended on rents from Church properties in order to meet its financial demands, Mr. Shen 
said that perhaps in 10 to 20 years time these properties would be socialized by the Government, 
but by that time it was hoped that the people’s welfare would have increased so that they could 
afford to make the Church self- supporting. 


Mr. Shen said that the present situation is requiring Christians to think more deeply. Before 
Liberation they could appeal to people saying, Become a Christian in order to lead a morally 
better life. But now Communists lead a morally better life without becoming Christians, and so 
Christians have to think for themselves about the differences between Christianity and Marxism, 


»In answer to a question, Mr. Shen said that there had been five or six churches built in 
ywanghai since Liberation. These included one Anglican, one Baptist, one Independent and 
two Pentecostal, There had also been a number of smaller churches built by other denomi- 


nations. 


WARREN McKENNA’S POR 


One of the 42 American young people who toured China recently was the Rev. Warren 
McKenna, an Episcopalian clergyman from Massachusetts, He gives a report on the Church in 
China in The Witness for October 31. The Witness is an Episcopal weekly magazine, published 
in Pennsylvania, 


He was, naturally, especially interested in interviewing Sheng Kung Hui clergymen. In 
Canton he interviewed Rev. V. W. Wu, who told him that their new religious life is ‘‘freer, 
cleaner and stronger than before Liberation, Bishop Timothy Lin of Peking bore tribute to the 
outstanding contribution of the new regime not only materially, but also morally. T. C. Chao 
made the same point. He was speaking of the concern that many western churchmen have ex- 
pressed about the Church in China becoming too closely identified with the government. The 
problem as he saw it was not that of keeping away from the government, but of keeping up with 
it, such was the quality, dedication, and hard work of the nation’s leaders. 


He asked if Christians ever criticized the government. One clergyman replied, Of course 
we have. As Christians we can't accept the current ease with which a person may get a divorce. 
Again, there have been occasions in which a Christian has felt discriminated against at work. 
We have called this to the attention of the authorities with prompt and favorable results. 


He asked everywhere about religious persecution and was always told that it did not exist. 
They were all convinced that when a parson was tried and convicted it was because of a proven 
case of contravention of the law of the state. 


9 
In this connection he was especially interested in the cases of Shanghai Catholic Bishop 
Ignatius Kung and Sheng Kung Hui Bishop Kimber Den, He made a request to interview the 
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